June 29, 2025
The Joy of Knowing Your Purpose — Philippians 1:12-26

The two most important days in your life are the day you are born and the day you find out why. (Mark
Twain)

Philippians 1:12-14, But | want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually
turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to
all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by
my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.

1) Our purpose informs our pain.

Acts 28:30-31, Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who came to him,
31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all
confidence, no one forbidding him.

Bring those | contact to decision. Let me not be a milepost on a single road; make me a fork, that men must
turn one way or another on facing Christ in me. (Jim Elliot)

Philippians 1:15-18, Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill: the
former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains; but the
latter out of love, knowing that | am appointed for the defense of the gospel. What then? Only that in every
way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this | rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.

2) Our purpose informs our preferences.

Philippians 1:19-21, For | know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be
ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or
by death. For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

3) Our purpose informs our perspective.
To live is ;to dieis
You cannot have the peace of Paul in death, if you don't have the purpose of Paul in life.

Philippians 1:22-26, But if | live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what | shall choose |
cannot tell. For | am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far
better. Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. And being confident of this, | know that |
shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith, that your rejoicing for me may be
more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again.

4) Our purpose informs our pursuit.
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