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While We Wait - Song of Solomon 1

Song of Solomon 1:1-3, The song of songs, which is Solomon'’s. Let him kiss me with the
kisses of his mouth—For your love is better than wine. Because of the fragrance of your
good ointments, your name is ointment poured forth; therefore the virgins love you.

Three stages of the ancient Hebrew wedding:

1) Betrothal Stage—A signed document (Ketubah) legally bound and betrothed the couple in
marriage. The couple was now legally married, they just weren’t allowed to
consummate the marriage yet.

The Betrothal ceremony concluded when the bridegroom presented the bride with a cup
of wine. By drinking from the cup, she was formally accepting his marriage proposal.

Matthew 26:27-29, Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many
for the remission of sins. But | say to you, | will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on
until that day when [ drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”

2) Consummation Stage—The consummation of the marriage was so sacred that it was
celebrated on the first day of a seven-day-long wedding feast. After going back to his
father’s house to prepare a bridal chamber, after weeks or even months, the
bridegroom would suddenly reappear to carry his bride back to his father’s house to
consummate the marriage.

Song of Solomon 1:4, Draw me away! We will run after you. The king has brought me into
his chambers.

3) Celebration Stage—After consummating their marriage, a seven-day wedding feast would
begin for celebration! Something different would be done to celebrate the couple’s
love on each day of the Wedding Feast. On the fourth day, a song like the Song of
Solomon was often performed to celebrate the couple’s love and marriage.

Revelation 19:7-9, “Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” And to her it was granted to be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.
Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!"”

All three stages are a picture of some aspect of our relationship with Christ as His bride!

As the bride of Christ, we are currently in the betrothal stage of being wed to Christ! We
have entered a covenant relationship with Him and have been betrothed to Christ as His
bride!

As Christians, what do we do while waiting for the return of the Bridegroom?
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We keep our hearts solely for Him and not for sin.

2 Corinthians 11:1-2 Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly—and indeed you
do bear with

me. For | am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For | have betrothed you to one
husband, that I

may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

James 4:4-5, Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with

God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
Or do you

think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”?

Ephesians 5:26-27, ”...that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by
the word,

that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing, but

that she should be holy and without blemish.”

The Bridegroom calls us to repent! Prepare to see Him!

1 John 3:3, And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure.
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