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Before Bethlehem, Part 1 

Matthew 1:1-16, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of 

Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 

Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram 

begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot 

Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the 

king. David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. Solomon begot 

Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. Asa begot Jehoshaphat, 

Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot 

Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and 

Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried 

away to Babylon. And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and 

Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot 

Azor. Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, 

Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of 

Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.” 

Before Bethlehem, God was meticulously detailing the genealogy of His promised Messiah—

the Savior King! God prophesied the Messiah would be the seed of Abraham (Genesis 

17:7), through Isaac (Genesis 21:12), of the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49), through Jesse 

(Isaiah 11:1), through David (2 Samuel 7) 

The story of Christmas is found in five women in the genealogy of Jesus. Of 32 generations 

listed by Matthew, only five of the names are of women—There is something important 

God wants us to know about these women! 

The stories of these women in Jesus’ genealogy are the story of us all! 

Four of the five women were born to the enemies of God.  

Tamar, an Ammonite. Rahab, a Canaanite. Ruth, a Moabite. Bathsheba, a Hittite. 

Colossians 1:21, “And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 

works, yet now He has reconciled.” 

Four of the five women were associated with sins considered at the time beyond all hope for 

redemption.  

Tamar, a prostitute. Rahab, a harlot. Ruth, the product of incest. Bathsheba, an 

adulteress.  

Colossians 1:21, “And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 

works, yet now He has reconciled.” 
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Matthew 1:1-3, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of 

Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 

Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram.” 

The story of Tamar is found in Genesis 38. 

Tamar’s story reminds us that the sinless Son of God came to redeem us from the depth of 

depravity and the worst of sin.  

Romans 5:20, “But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more.” 

Genesis 38:26-29, “So Judah acknowledged them and said, ‘She has been more righteous 

than I, because I did not give her to Shelah my son.’ And he never knew her again. Now it 

came to pass, at the time for giving birth, that behold, twins were in her womb. And so it was, 

when she was giving birth, that the one put out his hand; and the midwife took a scarlet thread 

and bound it on his hand, saying, ‘This one came out first.’ Then it happened, as he drew back 

his hand, that his brother came out unexpectedly; and she said, ‘How did you break through? 

This breach be upon you!’ Therefore his name was called Perez.”  

Tamar gave birth to a baby boy named Perez whose name means “break through.” Perez 

would be part of the Messianic lineage, a direct ancestor of the Messiah. Our Savior—the 

Lord Jesus Christ! 

Jesus is our “breakthrough.” He has broken through sin’s chains, sin’s shame, sin’s stain, and 

sin’s blame.  

Jesus gives us a new identity, a new Father, and a new family tree spiritually that will stretch 

clear into eternity. 

 

 

 


